OUR PATH OF WORSHIP

Advent 3 — December 11 & 14, 2025
SERVICE THEME: The Lord Is Coming

Liturgy: Setting 3; To prepare for receiving the Lord’s Supper please review Christian Questions
(p. 295 in the blue hymnal). Personal prayers are found on the inside cover.

HYMN 315 J] Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord

1 Let the earth now praise the Lord, who has truly kept his word
and at last to us did send Christ, the sinner’s help and friend.

2 What the fathers most desired, what the prophets’ heart inspired,
what they longed for many’__a year stands fulfilled in glory here.

3 Abram’s promised great reward, Zion’s helper, Jacob’s Lord—
him of twofold race behold— truly came, as long foretold.

4 Savior, hear my welcome cry— loud hosannas lifted high!
King of glory, enter in; cleanse my soul of ev’ry sin.

5 Crush for me the serpent’s head that, set free from doubt and dread,
I may cling to you in faith, safely kept through life and death,

6 And, when you shall come again as a glorious king to reign,

| with joy may see your face, freely ransomed by your grace.
Text: Heinrich Held, 1620-1659, abr.; (sts. 1-3, 5—6): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.; (sts. 1-3, 5-6): Public domain
Text (st. 4): tr. Christian Worship, 2021; (st. 4): © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OnelLicense no.
719323

STAND

M: In the name of the Father and of the -} Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
OPEN PRAISE AND CONFESSION OF SINS
(Based on Psalm 146)

: Praise the Lord, O my soul. | will praise the Lord all my life.
Praise the Lord. | will sing praise to my God as long as | live.
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M: Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord
their God.
C: He is the Maker of heaven and earth; he remains faithful forever.

M: The Lord upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry.



The Lord sets prisoners free and gives sight to the blind.

: The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down.
The Lord loves the righteous.

He frustrates the ways of the wicked.
Praise the Lord.
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Even as we praise the Lord for His justice and mercy, it is with sober hearts
that we approach his throne of grace.
Have mercy, O Lord.
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If we are honest with ourselves, we will acknowledge our sin and will seek
God’s forgiveness.
C: Holy God, gracious Father, | am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
| have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as | should.
| deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, | pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

(Silence for meditation and reflection)

M: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only
Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of
the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his
authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

: In the peace of that forgiveness, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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For love of our Savior, the peace from above and the joy of our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord.
Christ, have mercy.

0

M: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let
us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.



: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

0

THE WORD
M: The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

0

M: Let us pray. Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good
news of your mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and
fill us with your light; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

BE SEATED

FIRST READING - Isaiah 35:1-10
“Your God Will Come”

The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice
and blossom. Like the crocus, 2it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and
shout for joy. The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the splendor of Carmel
and Sharon; they will see the glory of the Lord, the splendor of our God.

3Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way; 4say to
those with fearful hearts, “Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will
come with vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save you.”

>Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf
unstopped. ®Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout
for joy. Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert. "The
burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty ground bubbling springs. In the
haunts where jackals once lay, grass and reeds and papyrus will grow.

8And a highway will be there; it will be called the Way of Holiness; it will
be for those who walk on that Way. The unclean will not journey on it; wicked
fools will not go about on it. °No lion will be there, nor any ravenous beast;
they will not be found there. But only the redeemed will walk there, °and
those the Lord has rescued will return. They will enter Zion with singing;
everlasting joy will crown their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them,
and sorrow and sighing will flee away.

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING - James 5:7-11
“Be Patient”

’Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how
the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for
the autumn and spring rains. 8You too, be patient and stand firm, because the
Lord’s coming is near. °Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and
sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door!

0Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering,
take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 'As you know, we
count as blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s
perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is
full of compassion and mercy.

M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
STAND

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Matthew 11:10
Refrain
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M: | will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before
you.

Refrain

Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OnelLicense no. 719323

GOSPEL — Matthew 11:2-11
“More Than A Prophet”

2When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he
sent his disciples 3to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we
expect someone else?”

4Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: °The
blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the
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deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the
poor. ®Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.”

’As John's disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about
John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the
wind? 8If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No,
those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. °Then what did you go out
to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet. 1°This is the one
about whom it is written:

“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way before you.’

Truly | tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone
greater than John the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is
greater than he.

M: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!
BE SEATED

HYMN 324 J] O Lord, How Shall | Meet You (to the tune CW93 #19)

1 O Lord, how shall | meet you, how welcome you aright?
Your people long to greet you, my hope, my heart’s delight.
O Jesus, let your Word be a lamp to light my way,
to show me how to please you, to guide me ev'ry day.

2 Love caused your incarnation; love brought you down to me.
Your thirst for my salvation procured my liberty.
Oh, love beyond all telling that led you to embrace
in love, all love excelling, our lost and fallen race!

3 Rejoice, then, you sad-hearted, who sit in deepest gloom,
who mourn o’er joys departed and tremble at your doom.
Despair not; he is near you, he’s standing at the door
who best can help and cheer you and bids you weep no more.

4 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, let not your souls distress;
your guilt the Lord will pardon and cover by his grace.
He comes, for you procuring the peace of sin forgiv’'n,
his children thus securing eternal life in heav’n.
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5 He comes to judge the nations, a terror to his foes,
a light of consolation and blesséd hope to those
who love the Lord’s appearing. O glorious Sun, now come,
send forth your beams most cheering, and guide us safely home.
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676, D. M. Luther's ... Geistliche Lieder, Berlin, 1653, abr.; tr. Composite; Public domain
SERMON TEXT —James 5:7-11 (See the Second Reading)
SERMON THEME - “Be Patient! The Lord Is Coming”

STAND

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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BE SEATED

OFFERING Please fill out the Friendship Register,
Adfter the offering is collected, please stand and sing,..

OFFERING HYMN 301 J] Savior of the Nations, Come st. 3

3 Wondrous birth! O wondrous Child of the virgin undefiled,

though by all the world disowned, yet to be in heav’n enthroned!
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676, D. M. Luther's ... Geistliche Lieder, Berlin, 1653, abr.; tr. composite
Text: Public domain

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M: Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the
globe on which we live. You control all things through your Son, who sits at
your right hand in glory.

C: Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence.

M: Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our
confusion, and demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our
confidence in your promises and our desire to live according to your will.

C: Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace.

M: The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us
from scoffers who sneer at your truth. Spare us and Christians around the
world from all forms of hate and persecution.

C: Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy.

M: Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare
for future days. Help them distinguish between what is passing and what
is eternal, between instant thrills and lasting joy. Encourage more young
people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the gospel.

C: Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.

M: Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional
pain and all who are afflicted by disease or facing death.

[Special prayers and intercessions may follow]

M: O Lord, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us patience to
accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and
wisdom, prepare us for the day when you will take us to be with you
forever.



C:

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
THE SACRAMENT

M: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them up to the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

C: Itisright to give him thanks and praise.

M: Itis truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared when he called
people to repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts
of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Sanctus CW 200
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C: J] Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hosts,

heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
Hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Hosanna, hosanna in the highest.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying,
“Take and eat; this is my --body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink
from it, all of you; this is my - blood of the new covenant, which is
poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you
drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: J] Amen.

LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) CW 202
C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us, grant us peace.

BE SEATED
DISTRIBUTION
HYMN 310 J] Arise, O Christian People

1 Arise, O Christian people! Prepare yourselves today;
prepare to greet the Savior, who takes your sins away.
To us by grace alone the truth and light were given;
the promised Lord from heaven to all the world is shown.

2 Prepare the way before him, prepare for him the best;
cast out what would offend him, this great, this heav’nly guest.
Make straight, make plain the way: the lowly valleys raising,
the heights of pride abasing, his path all even lay.

3 The humble heart and lowly God raises up on high;
beneath his feet in terror the haughty soul shall lie.
The heart sincere and right, that heeds God'’s invitation

and makes true preparation— it is the Lord’s delight.



4 Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus; turn not from me aside,

and help me to receive you this blessed Advent-tide.
From stall and manger low come now to dwell within me;

I’ll sing your praises gladly and forth your glory show.
Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607-1662; (sts. 1-3): tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806—1874, alt.; (st. 4): tr. unknown, alt.; Public domain

STAND

M: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

C: his mercy endures forever.

M: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,

C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent

your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have
given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament. We also pray that you will
not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so
that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen.
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -}~ give you peace.
C: Amen.
BE SEATED
HYMN 319 J] Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring sts. 1+3

1 Jesus came, the heav’ns adoring, came with peace from realms on high;

Jesus came to win redemption, lowly came on earth to die;
Alleluia! Alleluia! came in deep humility.

3 Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing, bringing news of sins forgiv’'n;

Jesus comes with words of gladness, leading souls redeemed to heav’n.

Alleluia! Alleluia! Hope to all the world is giv’'n.
Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823—-1903, abr., alt.; Public domain



Preacher: Pastor Ben Golisch — Accompanist: Lisa Meissner
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#11096930. Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House.
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Advent/Christmas Worship

e 12/17 = Midweek Advent 3 (Wed) — 4:30pm

e 12/18 = Choir Song Service (Thu) — 6:30pm

e 12/21 = Choir Song Service (Sun) — 7:45 & 10:30am

e 12/24 = Candlelight Christmas Service (Wed) — 2:00 & 6:30pm

e 12/24 =SS Children’s Christmas Service (Wed) — 4:30pm

e 12/25 = Christmas Day Service (Thu) — 9:30am (NO Thu evening)
e 12/31 = New Year’s Eve Service (Wed) — 4:30pm (NO Thu evening)

(7 St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church

o © 799 St. Paul Drive e Slinger, WI 53086
www.stpaulslinger.org ¢ Phone: 262-644-8890 ¢ Email: office@stpaulslinger.org

View today’s service at: https://vimeo.com/album/5603674



