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Pastor’s Letter

By Pastor Ben Golisch  

Continued on page 2

Important Dates:

For the last few months, I have been talking about 

evangelism, specifically as it relates to St. Paul. So far, 

we have talked about having a commitment to 

evangelism, “pre-evangelism,” and community image. 

This month, we’re going to talk about “scattering the 

seed.”

At the entrance to church, we have a beautiful 

stained-glass window designed by former St. Paul 

pastor, Pastor George Enderle. It’s a beautiful 

representation of Jesus’ parable of the Sower and the 

seed found in Matthew 13, Mark 4 and Luke 8. 

Scattering the Seed

The parable tells the story of a farmer who went 

out to sow his seed. As he scattered the seed, some 

seed fell on the path, some on the rocky soil, some 

among the thorns, and some on good ground. Each 

seed had potential, but the ground made all the 

difference. The path was too hard for the seed to 

grow. The rocky soil did not allow for strong roots. 

Nov 01 - 7:00 pm  Dartball vs St. Andrew

Nov 04 - Daylight Savings - Turn clocks back on hour

Nov 11 - David’s Star Women’s Retreat

Nov 14 - 9:00 am Executive Committee Meeting

Nov 15 - 6:30 pm Deer Hunter’s Worship

Nov 15 - 7:00 pm Dartball @ Peace, Hartford

Nov 16 - NO SERVICE

Nov 21 - 6:00 pm Church Council Meeting

Nov 22 - (No SCHOOL) 6:30 pm Thanksgiving Eve Service

Nov 23 - (No SCHOOL/CHILDCARE) 

                9:30 am Thanksgiving Day Service

Nov 28 - 6:00 pm School Board Meeting

Nov 29 - 7:00 pm Dartball @ St. John, Newburg

SLINGER PANTRY 

FOOD DRIVE 

NOV. 5 thru NOV. 19 
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Pastor’s Letter  (Continued)
The thorns choked off the growing seed. Only the 

good soil produced a harvest of thirty, sixty or a 

hundred-fold. 

The spiritual meaning of Jesus’ parable was 

explained by him later in each chapter. The seed is 

the Word of God, which is always effective. The 

different soils represented the different ways people 

receive God’s Word. Some ignore it from the get-go. 

The devil steals it from their hearts before it ever 

gets a chance to take root. The rocky soil represents 

those who hear the Word of God and embrace it, but 

when that faith is tested, they quickly give up and the 

faith dies. The thorny soil represents those who hear 

the Word of God and believe, but the cares, worries 

and  pleasures of this world slowly choke off that 

faith until it dies, too. Only the good soil produces a 

harvest of righteousness, thirty, sixty, a hundred-fold. 

We can look at this parable from a few different 

angles. On the one hand, it is both a warning and 

encouragement to us. That seed of faith is precious, 

but it can be lost. Be careful not to be shallow in 

your faith or let the problems of life cause you to give 

up your faith. Persevere. Be strong in the Lord. Trust 

in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your 

own understanding. 

But there is another lens by which we can look at 

this parable, something more in line with Jesus’ 

original telling of it to his disciples. It has to do with 

the proclamation of the gospel. Jesus was preaching 

and teaching in the towns and villages. He was 

scattering the seed. Many came to see and hear him. 

In the process, many put their faith in him. But for 

how  long? Jesus was explaining to the crowd and to 

his disciples that not everyone will believe. We want 

them to, but they will not. Some will fall away. 

That doesn’t mean we stop scattering the seed. If 

that happens, there is no chance for fruit at all, and 

no chance for faith. Keep scattering. Keep planting.

 Keep spreading God’s Word. But don’t be surprised 

if it doesn’t always take. In the end, it’s not your job 

to make the seed grow. That’s God’s job. It’s what the 

Holy Spirit does. Our job is to scatter the seed, to 

share the gospel.

All of this brings us back to our evangelism 

thought for this month. Keep scattering the seed! 

Keep sharing God’s Word. Keep offering that 

invitation. Keep witnessing to your faith. Keep 

scattering. You will often not see success. That can 

easily discourage. But take heart; don’t give up. Keep 

doing the work of the Lord because you don’t know 

when it will succeed, when it will produce a harvest 

of thirty, sixty, or a hundred-fold. 

On a congregational level, it means this: let us as a 

congregation keep doing, keep scattering, keep 

reaching out. Keep trying different things. Some 

things will work. Others won’t. But keep scattering. 

Who knows when and where the Lord will bless?

The November Door Offering will go toward the Slinger 
Food Pantry. Twice a year we collect for this valuable 
community aid. We will be collecting non-perishable 
food items and other personal products. We will also 
be collecting money Nov. 2 & 5. During this month of 
Thanksgiving, it is good for us to remember those less 
fortunate than us. Remember what Christ said, “For I 
was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink… Truly I 
tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 
25:25 & 40). 

2023 Door Offering Schedule

● Dec. 7 & 10 (New Beginnings and Charis Gift Trees)
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Worship notes:

November 9 & 12 is our Mission 

Festival. Throughout this 150th 

Anniversary year, we’ve tried to 

bring back former pastors or sons 

of the congregation. Pastor Eric 

Roecker was briefly a member of 

St. Paul while he was a little boy. 

Pastor Roecker now serves as the 

director of WELS Commission on Evangelism. He will 

lead us in worship and Bible class this day.

November 15 is our Deer Hunters service. In place of 

our usual Thursday evening service, we move things 

up one day to accommodate all of our deer hunters. 

The Lord’s Supper is offered this night, but not on 

Sunday. (The following week, it will be offered on 

Sunday but not on Wednesday or Thursday.)

November 22 & 23 is our Thanksgiving service. As our 

nation pauses to give thanks, we do so as well as a 

congregation. We offer a Wednesday evening and a 

Thursday morning service. 

November 26 is the last Sunday of the Church Year. 

We celebrate Christ our King. November 30 and 

December 3 mark the beginning of the new Church 

Year and the season of Advent. Christmas decorating 

will take place after the late service.  

Worship Opportunities

Thurs. at 6:30 pm and Sun. at 7:45 am and 10:30 am (Communion on the 2nd and 4th weekends)

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES: Wed. at 10:30 am & 6:00 pm; Sunday at 9:10

Monthly - Worship / Preachers / Themes 

November Worship 

● November 2 & 5 = Humility before the Lord (Sr. Vicar Zac Meier)
● November 9 & 12 = The Christian Waits: Watchful for the Bridegroom (Pastor Eric Roecker)
● November 15 & 19 = The Christian Waits: Faithful to the Master (Pastor Ben Golisch)
● November 22 & 23 = Every Good and Perfect Gift is from Above (Pastor Ben Golisch)
● November 26 = The Christian Waits: Joyful for our King (Pastor Ben Golisch)
● November 30 & December 3 = The Christian Waits: For Christ to be Revealed (Pastor Ben Golisch)
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Bible Classes

WEDNESDAYS, 10:30-11:30am in the Commons

WEDNESDAYS, 6:00-7:15pm in the Upper Conference Room or Commons

We continue to walk through the Gospel of John. This month we 
move into Gethsemane, Jesus’ trial before the High Priest, and Jesus’ 
trial before Pilate. All of these are so important to our Christian faith. 
All of this was to fulfill prophecy and all righteousness. We are getting 
to the point where all of this comes together with Christ’s crucifixion 
and resurrection. NOTE: There will not be class November 8 or 22.

In September Pastor Golisch started a new Bible Basics Class. November presents some 
scheduling challenges to this group. Watch the bulletin or weekly eblast for specific times.

This November, Vicar Meier will lead us in a three-week series on the book 

of Psalms entitled, “Jesus in the Psalms.” Our goals in this class will be: 

1) to hear the good news of Jesus preached by the Old Testament prophets, 

2) to grow in our knowledge and appreciation of the psalter, and 3) to learn 

skills that will help us in our lifelong study of Psalms, the Old Testament, 

and the Bible as a whole.

We will go about this by studying three of the so-called “Messianic” Psalms: 2, 22, 118. No matter how much 

or little you know about the Psalms, this is a class for you! Come join us on the following dates:

11/5/23 = Introduction to Psalms, Psalm 2

11/19/23 = Psalm 22

11/26/23 = Psalm 118

SUNDAYS, 9:10-10:10am in the Commons

November 12, WELS Commission on Evangelism director, Eric Roecker. Pastor Roecker served congregations 

in Virginia Beach, VA, and Menomonee Falls, WI, before accepting his current call in 2018. Last year’s Sunday 

Bible class on “A Time for Every Season” was part of his work. Besides preaching, he will lead us in Bible 

study this day. There will be special treats this morning. Don’t miss out! 
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● At a September voters meeting, the members approved the replacement of our aging CFC roof and our 

carport roof. The estimated cost for the roof replacement is $130,000. While we have some funds 

available ($34,000 in our Reserve Fund from a government covid payroll relief fund), it will not cover 

the full cost. By the time you read this, you should have received a capital appeal toward this project. 

Whatever is not covered by this appeal will need to be borrowed from Thrivent through a second loan. 

Work on this project will begin sometime this month. (NOTE: a week or so after that September 

meeting, we had heavy rains and the roof leaked. That leak has been fixed, but it underscores the need 

for action.) (M)

● Last year, we installed heat tape to certain parts of our roof. Last winter, it did what it was supposed to 

do. However, there was one problem area that was not done due to cost. Thanks to the generosity of 

an anonymous donor, heat tape will be added to the northeast corner of the chapel and pastor’s 

office. (WL)

● So far, just over $23,000 has been collected for the replacement of the discolored exterior panels for 

the stained-glass windows. Our current quote is $30,000. We will receive an additional quote this 

month. The $5,000 increase is not surprising given the current state of inflation. While still on our 

agenda, there are some other projects that may take priority. (WL)

● Because of the roof project, the soil erosion issue on the northwest side of the upper parking lot has 

been put on hold. Perhaps we can tackle it next year. (M – budgeted)

Wish List & Improvements Updates

Key: WL = Wish List Items, I = Higher-Cost Improvements, M = Maintenance Items

Fellowship

Christmas Decorating 

The next Fellowship event will be next month, December 3. On 

this first Sunday in Advent, we decorate the church and grounds for 

the Advent and Christmas seasons. For those who go to early service 

or Thursday night, you can get a jump on 

things downstairs after Bible class. For 

those attending the late service, we’ll 

begin with a light lunch right after 

church. Then we will proceed upstairs to 

decorate the chapel, library, school 

hallway and outside. Your help is greatly 

appreciated. With lots of hands, we can 

be done in an hour. 
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That was the title of an article in the Fall 2023 

edition of the Thrivent Magazine. The article brought 

out information about Required Minimum 

Distributions [RMD’s] that all working and retired 

members could benefit from. This is a summary of 

that article. 

For years we were told to save.  But then when you 

hit your 73rd birthday, you need to start drawing from 

401{k}, 403(b) plans and your IRA’s.  At 73 you are 

mandated to start taking some of that money out.  

RMDs are the federal government’s way to collect 

taxes from those savings.  

How are RMDs calculated and taxed?  The starting 

of RMDs should be something that you and your 

financial planner or tax professional discuss.  I quote 

from the article: “RMD’s are determined by taking 

your previous year’s retirement account balances and 

dividing each one by your age-dependent life 

expectancy set by the IRS.”  As the article said you

How do Required Minimum Distributions [RMDs] work?

can take the RMD value from one of several accounts. 

The RMD amount is then taxed at your usual income 

tax rate.  As you draw the amount, federal and state 

withholding should be available through your 

financial institution. 

To reduce your RMD tax burden, you can take a 

Qualified Charitable Distribution [QCD] out of your 

RMD.  Because this is a charitable donation, it is not 

taxed. This allows your money to go further. It’s an 

option I have seen fellow retirees take at St Paul.  It is 

working with your financial institution and having 

your offering come out of your base annual RMD.  

This distribution can be set up as a monthly, quarterly 
or annual offering.   

The above is general information about RMDs and 

QCDs.  As I noted above, this is something you need 

to discuss with your financial planner or tax 

professional, as every person’s retirement situation 

can be different. 

Israel Trip

Because of interest on the part of members, Pastor Golisch 

has set up a trip to Israel January 8-17, 2025. That gives you over 

a year to plan and get ready. The cost is $4492 departing from 

Chicago. (There is also an optional four-day extension to Egypt 

if there is enough interest.) Registration forms are on the back 

table in the church narthex. Note, there are discounts for early 

registration. Register now online at RegisterNow.ittworld.com 

and use tour code: Golisch25.

Some have asked about the effects of Israel’s war on this current trip. The honest answer is “I don’t know.” 

If history is any indication, Israel will take care of the current threat in the next weeks or months. A year from 

now, I fully expect things to be back to “normal,” perhaps even safer because a threat has been removed. Now 

I can’t say that for certain; other enemies could still join in the fight. There is risk; but there is also optional 

insurance, which I highly recommend. If you have any additional questions, please speak with Pastor Golisch. 

Fellowship (continued)

Submitted by Glenn Blank

Financial Thoughts
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Bible Trivia

Test your Bible knowledge with a little Bible trivia. See page 10 for the answers. 

 

 Word Search

Can you find all the words list? 

FALL
FAMILY
FARMER
GLORIOUS
HUMILITY
PANTRY
PARABLE
RAINBOW
SACRAMENTS
SEED
SOWER
STAINED GLASS
SUNSHINE
THANKSGIVING
WONDROUS

1. Into what three categories does God distinguish the land creatures created on the sixth day?

         _______________  _______________  _______________ 

2. What are the two sacraments we practice? _______________   _______________ 

3. In the 8th Commandment, what shouldn't you do against your neighbor? _____________________ 

4. Fill in the blanks to a popular Thanksgiving Hymn: 

Now __________ we all our __________ with heart and hands and __________ ,

who wondrous things has done, in whom his world __________ ;

who from our mothers' arms has __________ us on our way

with countless __________ of love, and still is __________ today.
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Happy Fall!  The leaves are falling and the season is 

changing.  In our Bible stories, we’ve been learning 

about the mighty changes and challenges that faced 

Abraham, Jacob, and Joseph. These stories remind 

us that not only are we are part of God’s family, but 

God is always with us and takes care of us through all 

our trials in life. We’ve been learning the songs “My 

God Is So Good”, and “Jesus, Jesus, Jesus In The 

Morning”.

Some themes in the Sunshine and Rainbow 

classroom include fire safety, community helper, 

autumn, Halloween and pumpkins. We’ve been 

enjoying reading books and singing songs about 

autumn, pumpkins, and fire safety.  Some favorite 

gross motor activities include firefighter relay, free 

hula hoop bowling, and scavenger hunts. 

This month, the 

Sunshine class is working 

on learning the letters D, 

E, and F. Our shape this 

month is the circle. Our 

color this month is 

orange. Our numbers this month are 4-6. We’re also 

working on learning our name, rhyming words, and 

color recognition. We’re practicing sharing, playing 

together, listening skills, taking turns, and showing 

kindness during play and clean up. In science, we 

learned about germs and handwashing, we used 

baking soda and vinegar to make a bubbly play “Fire 

extinguisher” and we enjoyed a color recognition 

and color mixing activity using Skittles!  We also 

enjoyed painting with Skittles!  We enjoyed painting

with shaving cream and making a fire truck craft.  

We have been reading books about meeting a 

dentist, veterinarian, baker, builder, etc. We’ve also

 

Little Learners

Childcare News:

enjoyed the dramatic play of 

those jobs. In baking, we 

made a graham cracker fire 

truck and a homemade 

pretzel! Yum! 

The Rainbow class is working 

on letters and a letter craft 

every week. We are also 

working on name recognition 

and school manners. We have been learning about 

fire safety, autumn and the changes in the season. 

We’ve been reading books and doing activities and 

art about leaves, and fire safety.  We’ve also been 

learning about fire safety!  We are all looking 

forward to pumpkin and Halloween week!

Don’t forget to SCAN YOUR RECEIPTS within 14 days 

of purchase using the BoxTops phone app. DO NOT 

CUT out the new blue label AND DO NOT PLACE IT in 

the school collection box.

Sign up for free at BTFE.com or visit BTFE.com/FAQs 

with any questions you might have.

IMPORTANT NOTE: Link to ST PAUL LUTHERAN 

SCHOOL – use the 53086 zip code to locate our 

school’s listing so we receive proper credit for the 

Box Tops through the app.

Box Tops for Education
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We are enjoying autumn in our classroom 

right now! We made pictures of us playing 

in the leaves. We made pumpkin pictures 

with puffy paint. We have watercolor 

painted scarecrows. We made pumpkins 

out of clay and we made applesauce. We 

also have pumpkins and apples that we are 

studying right in the classroom. We are 

learning more about how God took care of 

Noah, Abraham and Sarah, Jacob, Joseph, 

and Moses in our Bible stories. While 

reading these stories we also remember 

that God takes care of us too! We learned a 

couple of songs that remind us of this. We 

will share these songs with friends and 

family in church!

Little Learners (Continued)

4K News:

It was a busy month in 3K! A few of our classroom activities 

included creating a special pumpkin project and enjoying the 

beautiful weather with extra playground time. On Sunday, 

October 29, the children had the opportunity to praise God 

by singing “God is So Good” and “Jesus in the Morning” 

during the 10:30 church service. They did a wonderful job! 

The preschool classes had an in-school field trip last month. 

The children brought a guest to school and enjoyed a story 

and craft led by the Slinger Children’s Librarian. Other 

activities included decorating pumpkin cookies and hearing a 

special devotion from Pastor Golisch. Our Bible lesson theme 

for October was God Our Protector. The children really look 

forward to bringing the lesson handouts home each week to 

share the Bible stories with their families. - Mrs. Herbst

3K News:
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1. Wild animals (beasts of the earth), livestock, and creeping things ("belly crawlers")

2. The sacraments of Holy Baptism & Holy Communion

3. You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

4. Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices,

who wondrous things has done, in whom his world rejoices;

who from our mothers' arms has blessed us on our way

with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.

Bible Trivia Answers (November)

Care Committee

This month marks the 9th anniversary of our St. Paul 

Care Committee.  Reflecting back over the years, it’s 

exciting to celebrate how far we have come to continue 

to keep our church family connected.  From humble 

beginnings of a handful of people to now a core team 

of 9, we are thankful.  Thinking of anniversaries in the 

church, the Bible reminds us, “From him the whole 

body, joined and held together by every supporting 

ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each 

part does its work.”  Ephesians 4:16 NIV.  Our care 

committee is an extension of our church and does its 

work by reaching out to visit and comfort others.  

Our team is comprised of members of our St. Paul 

congregation.  We meet once a month on Saturday 

mornings.  We partner with Pastor Golisch to ensure 

those who are considered “shut in” and unable to come 

to church are visited on a regular basis.  We also visit 

members who are recovering from health or life 

challenges, those seeking encouragement, and those 

wishing to spend time conversing and joining in prayer 

with others.  We share resources from church such as 

Meditations, Forward in Christ, The Journey Monthly 

Newsletter, among other prayers and devotions.  Over 

the years our team members have been blessed to 

create new friendships and strengthen existing ones.  

It’s hard to describe how much we also benefit from 

those we visit.  We are humbled to serve our church 

family in this way, and we thank our glorious LORD and 

Savior for the opportunity to do so.     

If you are looking for an opportunity to serve, or just 

curious and want to know more, please talk with one of 

our team members, and wish them a Happy 

Anniversary as well!  It’s a great conversation starter!  

Our committee members and leaders:  Glenn and Karen 

Blank, Terri Garbers, Sue Gohlke, Joyce Leverenz, 

Harold (Sonny) Mesisser, Marlene Miller, Kathleen 

Roethle, and Mary Todhunter.  Let them know how 

important and appreciated their work is to all of our 

St. Paul family.  If you or someone you know would 

appreciate a visit, a conversation, a card or a prayer, 

please contact the church office.  We invite you to 

stop in and check out our meetings at any time.  The 

committee normally meets monthly on a Saturday 

morning in the commons area (Fireside room) at 9am.  

Our next meeting is scheduled for Saturday, November 

18th.  For questions or more information about the 

committee, please contact Mrs. Terri Garbers at 

262-305-2894.
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Pastor: 
Pastor Benjamin Golisch
revg@stpaulslinger.org
262-644-8890 Ext. 102

Senior Vicar: 
Zac Meier
zachary.meier@wisluthsem.org 
262-357-1095

Contact us:

ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH | 799 St. Paul Drive | Slinger, WI 53086 
Phone: (262) 644-8890  |  Fax: (262) 644-8647 | Website: www.stpaulslinger.org  |  Facebook: www.facebook.com/StPaulSlingerWI 

Corrections? 

Please make the office aware of any incorrect or missing information. Be sure to also inform the office of any     
address or phone number changes (such as cancelling your landline and using cell phone exclusively). 

Little Learners & Child Care: 
Mrs. Lisa Meissner
littlerlearners@stpaulslinger.org
262-644-8295

Technology Coordinator:
Mrs. Corrine Seidel
info@stpaulslinger.org
262-644-8890 

Church Secretary: 
Mrs. Lou Mizgalski
office@stpaulslinger.org
262-644-8890

Director of Music: 
Mr. Tom Schall
Schall_tom@att.net
262-334-5713

Birthday & Anniversary Celebrations

Happy Birthday!

Happy Anniversary!

Nov 1 Carl Garbers Nov 11 Kenneth Braun Nov 21 Todd Buboltz

Nov 1 Dan Quill Nov 12 Melanie Gehl Nov 22 Susan Gohlke

Nov 2 Kyle Roethle Nov 13 Nicole Stahmann Nov 23 Randy Geier

Nov 3 Irene Bellefeuil Nov 14 Delaney Braun Nov 24 David Otte

Nov 5 Cole Berndt Nov 14 Linda Ritger Nov 25 Hannah Ritger

Nov 5 Katie Rongstad Nov 15 Colin Kroupa Nov 25 Samantha Saegert

Nov 6 Kelly Becker Nov 16 Cory Rongstad Nov 26 Kathy Hamann

Nov 6 Victoria Volkmann Nov 17 Brent Johnson Nov 26 Marty Prahl

Nov 7 Jack Mier Nov 18 Sean Hamann Nov 26 Trisha Thacker

Nov 8 Adam McLaughlin Nov 19 Elaine Gossfeld Nov 27 Jennifer Strauther

Nov 8 Mary Todhunter Nov 20 Lou Goetzinger Nov 28 Melissa Mier

Nov 9 Reagan Koplitz Nov 20 Lori Griffin Nov 28 Michelle Pace

Nov 9 Roger Thacker Nov 20 Lynn Thacker

Nov 1 Brittany and Chad Kell (9) Nov 2 Tyler and Alex Retzlaff (4) Nov 3 Norm and Jackie Toll (61)
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