GROWING
GETHER

FOREVER %

The Week’'s Memory Versel Peter 2:9
“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may
declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”

There is tremendous tension whenever the subjediwoth comes up. We need to understand thatoihé ehurch can be
used in two ways. A church can be either a visijalthering of people, such as St. Paul’'s. Or thel\Church (with a “big” C) can
be used in a larger sense to speak of everyoneghout time who has (or will) believe in Jesus agi&@. This is the “holy Christian
Church” we speak of in the Creeds.

Against that backdrop then, it isn't surprisingttte scratch our heads when we consider all tHerdifit denominations and
teachings that are present within modern Chriggfarhs we look at Christianity today, sometimesfeel out of place and
uncomfortable as we seek to follow Scripture’s canthto protect the Bible as God's inerrant Word Zcfimothy 3). We see all
the different buildings, filled with all sorts offferent teachings, and hear God’s command thaseparate from false teachings and
teachers (Romans 16:17). To not embrace othestzis, well it can seem rather unloving. We havwemember that the church
and the Church (with the big C) are not the sarimgth

We celebrate the comforting and powerful pictofréhe holy Christian Church in 1 Peter 1,2. Withembracing (or
excusing) false teaching in visible congregatiom$ denominations, we continue to rejoice with thgeds wherever hearts are turned
in faith to Jesus Christ. Celebrate the holy QlasChurch, while striving to defend the Scriptén@m false teachers.

Use Meditations (available at church) which place you into daily conith God’'s Word.
Memorize the Bible verse for this week and review the previous memonizatssages.

Set aside daily time to complete the 90 Day (New Testament) Biblerigeldin. When you are finished with the day’s
segment, reflect upon the meaning of what you have covered. (The plan is e\ailéig website.)

Read Matthew 1 Peter 2:4-10 —The Picture of the Holy Christian Church
What truths about the Church can be drawn from this Scripture?
How do these verses picture you as a part of this Church?
Why does God picture us as “priests” serving him? What thoughts come to your nhindisviicture?
Why is this such a beautiful picture, when we consider our Christian friendofr@ndenominations?

Read Hebrews 10 — Understanding What God wants Visible Congregation to Do
- These verses are drawn with imagery from the Old Testament and havewdthieadrship. Read and
try to glean as much from them as you can. Write down thoughts as you make ydrough the
chapter.

Focusing on verses 23-25 now, what is God’s will for us when we gather together? i\Mmportant
to be with fellow believers?



