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(Knowing the Holy Spirit) 
 

 
The Week’s Memory Verse::  1 Corinthians 3:16 
“Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit lives in you?” 

 
 

We have difficulty grasping the Holy Spirit.  Jesus, who became human, is easy for us to hold onto.  
God the Father reveals himself to us in a way we can understand, since we all have had fathers (and have seen 
wonderful examples of fathers).  The Holy Spirit though is manifested in Scripture as a dove, and made his 
presence known on the first Pentecost with the sound of the rushing wind and tongues of flame.  Who is he?  
How are we to understand him?  Add to this, so many quarters of Christianity seem to do strange and even 
fanatical things, ascribed to the power of the Holy Spirit.  For this reason, many of us are a bit afraid to delve 
too deeply when the Spirit is being spoken of.  While all that has been said is true, the Holy Spirit is the Person 
of the Trinity so intimately involved with the faith present within our souls.  With the Gospel, this wonderful 
Comforter – the Holy Spirit, begins our faith and then nourishes the faith he has begun within us.  May our 
worship this week find us rejoicing to run to the Spirit, rather than backpedaling from him in fear. 
 
Growing in Faith 
 
Use Meditations (available at church) which place you into daily contact with God’s Word. 
 
Memorize the Bible verse for this week and review Bible passages which have been memorized. 
 
Set aside daily time to complete the 90 Day (New Testament) Bible Reading Plan (or your own plan for daily Bible reading.  The 90 
Day Plan is available on the church website.) When you are finished with the day’s segment, reflect upon the meaning of what you 
have covered.  Ask the Lutheran question:  “What Does This Mean (for me and for my daily life)?   
 
Read Acts 5:13-26 

·  Jesus paid an awesome price for you at the cross!  Why did he shed his blood for someone like you? (v. 13) 
·  What does he want you to use this freedom for? 
·  Who is with us, helping us, to live this life in a God-pleasing way (and meaningful) way? (v. 16) 
·  What tension exists in the life of every believer?  (v. 17) 
·  What fruits of the Spirit, worked in you with the Gospel, are spoken of in v. 22,23? 
·  Of these fruits, which are readily seen in your life and which do you need to work on? 
·  What does it mean to “keep in step with the Spirit?”  How do we do this? 
 

Read Romans 8:1-27 (Life through the Spirit) 
·  We’ve stressed how the Holy Spirit uses the Gospel in Word and Sacrament to bring us to faith and keep us in 

faith.  What does it mean to live according to the Spirit? (v. 4) 
·  Consider again the contrast in a person’s life where the Spirit is present and where he is not. 
·  What is the sure promise offered to those who trust in Jesus?  (v. 11) 
·  What underserved change has happened to us because of Jesus’ work redeeming us and the Spirit’s work of 

calling us to faith? (v. 14) 
·  Why is this an important and wonderful truth? (v.15,16) 
·  What does in mean to be part of God’s family, co-heirs with Jesus? (v. 17) 
·  Reflect upon the Spirit’s wonderful role in your life.  


