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The Week’s Memory Verse:  Matthew 24:42 
"Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.”  

 
 
Preparation is more than knowledge.  It also requires applying that knowledge.  It is one thing to know 

that Jesus will return.  To be prepared means living a lifestyle of expectation and vigilance for His return.  It 
affects the priorities you establish in life and how you interact with others, because the return of Jesus affects 
everyone. 
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·  Use Meditations (available at church) which places you into daily contact with God’s Word. 
 

·  Memorize the Bible verse for this week and review the previous memorization passages. 
 

·  Set aside daily time to complete the 90 Day (New Testament) Bible Reading Plan. When you are finished with the 
day’s segment, reflect upon the meaning of what you have covered. (The plan is available on the website.) 

 
The Day of Judgment is Frequently Referenced in Scr ipture: 

Judgment for the dead: Job 19:23-27 
Judgment for the living: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Judgment against unbeliever: Jude 14 & 15; Matthew 25:31-33; 41-46 
Judgment in favor of believers: Matthew 25:31-40 

 
Signs Point to the Return of Christ 
 The attitude of people gets worse: Matthew 24:12 
 Rumors will abound: Matthew 24:6 
 The Gospel will be worldwide: Matthew 24:14 
 The day and time are unknown: Matthew 24:44 
 
Believers Watch for His Return 
 With courage: Hebrews 13:5-6 
 With contentment: Philippians 4:10-13 
 With resolve: Romans 1:16-17 
 
Watchfulness is a Lifestyle 
 Of alertness: Mark 13:35-37 
 Of living: Colossians 3:1-17 
 Of prayer: Ephesians 6:18 
 
Discussion Questions: 
 In what ways do Christians “let their guard down” in their watchfulness for Christ? 
 Suggest examples of times when Christians are not vigilant for the Lord’s return. 
 What lifestyle changes would help you better prepare for the Lord’s return? 
 How can the congregation help better prepare the community for the Lord’s return? 


